GENERAL REQUIREMENTYTS
1

SECTION 303
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS

303.1 Swimming pools. Swimming pools shall be maintained
in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair.

“ Swimming pools, if neglected, can become a health
hazard, resulting in insect-attracting stagnant water.

303.2 Enclosures. Private swimming pools, hot tubs and spas,
containing water more than 24 inches (610 mm) in depth shall
be completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48
inches (1219 mm) in height above the finished ground level
measured on the side of the barrier away from the pool. Gates
and doors in such barriers shall be self-closing and self-latch-
ing. Where the self-latching device is less than 54 inches (1372
mm) above the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism shall
be located on the pool side of the gate. Self-closing and self-
latching gates shall be maintained such that the gate will posi-
tively close and latch when released from an open position of 6
inches (152 mm) from the gatepost. No existing pool enclosure
shall be removed, replaced or changed in a manner that reduces
its effectiveness as a safety barrier.

Exception: Spas or hot tubs with a safety cover that com-
plies with ASTM F 1346 shall be exempt from the provi-
sions of this section.

“This performance-based criteria was specifically
added to address pool-related problems where a child
could possibly drown by gaining entry into a pool
through a gate that failed to close and latch properly.
Gates that may have deteriorated over time through
age, wear and exposure to the elements are now ad-
dressed so that they will continue to provide the in-
tended level of protection. The exception to this sec-
tion allows for safety covers that comply with ASTM F
1346. This exception is consistent with current provi-
sions in the IBC and the International Residential
Code® (IRC®),

ASTM F 1346, Standard Performance Standard
Specification for Safety Covers and Labsling Require-
ments for All Covers for Swimming Pools, Spas and
Hot Tubs, contains requirements including a means of
fastening the safety cover to the hot tub or spa, such
as key locks, combination locks or similar devices that
will keep the cover in place; testing to demonstrate
that the cover can support a minimum required weight;
limitations on openings in the cover and minimum in-
stallation requirements.

'SECTION 304
EXTERIOR STRUCTURE

304.1 General. The exterior of a structure shall be maintained
in good repair, structurally sound and sanitary so as not to pose
a threat to the public health, safety or welfare.

** The exterior of structures must perform four primary
functions:

* It must be in good repair. There should be no evi-
dence of deterioration, or damaged or loose ele-
ments.

* It must be structurally sound. There should not be
any loose or collapsing pieces. Stairways, porches,
balconies and similar structural elements must
safely perform their intended functions.

* |t must be kept in a sanitary condition. There shall
be no accumulation of litter or debris on porches
and cther parts of the exteriar structure.

* It mustbe capable of preventing the elements (rain,
snow and wind) and rodents from entering the inte-
rior areas.

304.2 Protective treatment. All exterior surfaces, including
but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices,
porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences shall be maintained
in good condition. Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay-
resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements and decay
by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling,
flaking and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces
repainted. All siding and masonry joints as well as those
between the building envelope and the perimeter of windows,
doors, and skylights shall be maintained weather resistant and
water tight. ALl metal surfaces subject to rust or corrosion shall
be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion and all surfaces
with rust or corrosion shall be stabilized and coated to inhibit
future rust and corrosion. Oxidation stains shall be removed
from exterior surfaces. Surfaces designed for stabilization by
oxidation are exempt from this requirement.

+» Other sections of the code require items such as wallls,
doors, windows and architectural trim to be maintained
in good repair and condition. This section makes it
clear that if paint or other protective covering or treat-
ment is used to provide protection from the elements, it
cannot be peeling, flaking or chipped. Additionally,
buildings with deteriorated paint or with masonry joints
and siding in disrepair or not weather tight will eventy-
ally decay and exert a blighting influence on the
community,

{F] 304.3 Premises identification. Buildings shall have
approved address numbers placed in a position to be plainly
legible and visible from the street or road fronting the property.
These numbers shall contrast with their background. Address
numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters. Numbers

+ shall be a minimum of 4 inches (102 mm) high with a minimum
stroke width of (.5 inch (12.7 mm).

< Buildings that have been assigned a street number
must have the number visibly displayed in Arabic fig-
ures (i.e., 1, 2, 3, etc.) or spelled out in alphabet letters
at least 4 inches (102 mm) in height and each stroke
must be '/,-inch wide (12.7 mm) (see Figure 304.3).
Easily legible numbers are essential for rapid re-
sponse of emergency personnel.

304.4 Structural members. All structural members shall be
maintained free from deterioration, and shall be capable of
safely supporting the imposed dead and live loads.

< Building components that must support other building
components are considered to be structural, Structural
rembers must be kept sound and capable of support-
ing all of the dead and live loads imposed upon them.
Dead loads are the loads created by the structure it-
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